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Translation text

The first time I was arrested was on July 27, 1945, for allegedly belonging to a political organization. Stalin had ordered that as many people as possible be arrested, that they be beaten, and that they should be jailed if they confessed and let go if they did not confess. Since at that time I had done nothing, they let me go after two months.

Could you tell us about the process of arrest and arrival in prison?

They took me in, then the NKVD came and said that it will be necessary to go the prison in Švenčionys to testify in the case of a friend. They put me into an American Studebaker and drove me to Saldutiškis, seven kilometers away. We slept over, and the next day I was driven to Švenčionys.
 
After you were arrested, were you on your own in NKVD hands or you had someone to defend you? Maybe you had defenders then?

There were seven of us. No-one acted in our defense. Seven of us were arrested.

Could you tell us about other times when you were arrested?

The second time I was arrested was on December 24, 1957, which was Christmas Eve. Three NKVD men came and took me away to the KGB.

Why did they do a search in your home?

The search was a formality, they looked through several books as a formality.

What happened after you were arrested? Did they bring you here to the KGB?

Well, they interrogated me, accused me of participating in an underground organization, then they got me stoned with narcotics and produced a case. They interrogated me for half a year and sentenced me to four years. 

Have you been involved in underground activities before this? 

Well, they did not know what I had participated in. I was 17 years old the first time they arrested me.

How old were you when you were arrested the second time?

 I was 29 years old during my second arrest. 



Could you tell us more details about your second arrest?

So, I already told you, three of them came on Christmas Eve and took me away to the KGB. There I was interrogated by the Russian colonel Michailov. He told me about the futility of the struggle, since 35 thousand Lithuanian partisans had already lost their lives. He said that we should give up the futile fight.

Could you tell us more about life in prison? How did the interrogation take place?

In 1957, they no longer beat people during interrogations, but of course the prison walls weighed on a person. Prison is prison. Each prison cell held two people. And a month after my arrest, my wife gave birth. But they hided that from me for a month, whether she had a successful birth. 

Could you clarify?

They hided from me that my wife gave birth. They didn't respond to my questions about her so I should worry more. 

You mentioned that you were given drugs. Could you tell us more about it?

Pavel asked me (I forgot his last name, I just recall the first name, it was a Russian last name, but I will remember it later). Pavel asked me "do you want something to drink?". My mouth was dry, so he gave me a bottle of lemonade and left. I drank it and I got a particular feeling, felt a wish to tell everything, to make a confession, such a psychological desire to spill everything. His name was Pavel Kolgov. 

How did the interrogation take place? Were you allowed to sleep?

At that time, until 1956, they would not let people sleep, but when I was arrested in 1957, then sleeping was allowed from ten pm the evening to six in the morning.

Before 1957, how was it when the sleep was not allowed?

Well, they would not allow sleeping, so after sleeping only several hours per night, many people could not endure the sleep deprivation and confessed. So the torture went on the whole time,
sleep was not allowed. They called 'padjom' (in Russian the wake-up call in the army) at 6:00 am in the morning. Then they would not let you sleep all day, the entire 24 hours. 

How was it not allowed?

So you sit in the cell, snooze a bit, but (sleeping) was not allowed and interrogations went 
on for entire days. 

Was the soldier sitting in the camera then?

There would be between ten and twenty prisoners sitting in the cell, so maybe you could nap a little behind someone's back. Officially sleeping was not allowed the entire 24 hours until 1956.
 
How did you feel psychologically at that time? Were you afraid?

Well, it's possible to get used to anything. Every human being has the feeling of fear, but it is necessary to get used to everything. One needs to understand that we are an occupied nation and that decent behavior cannot be expected from the occupier. You have to accept everything: what sentence you might get, serving the sentence and then returning back to fight again. 

Maybe you could remember the most difficult one, the most costly psychological and physical moment? Was it in prison, or in exile, or in freedom during the Soviet period? 

So when they arrested me the first time, no, that was the second arrest on Christmas Eve of 1957, my beard was not shaved for a month and I was driven to the village, allegedly to look for my diary. They drove me in a sleigh and said that I'm in a good mood??, but I said that I am afraid that I might meet my mother. They said: "here comes your mother", so I hid. My mother was walking ahead of us, and I hid so that I could not see her and she would not cry. They took me to our house, one of my brothers was crying and also my father. The younger brother did not cry. It was very difficult to be there then. 

Why did you then hide from your mother?

It was very hard to meet my mother, I know that she would begin to cry, to wail. So it would be better for her not to see me and for me not so see her. 

Was it difficult because you were in captivity?

Well, if I'm in prison, she feels badly, but to see me surrounded by armed security, she would feel much worse. So it was best not to be seen. She walked past deep in thought-I saw her, but she did not see me.

Were you tried by an official court?

There was an official trial and I was sentenced to four years labor at a concentration camp. 

The court was in 1957?

The trial was in June of 1958. 

Could you please tell us how was the trial conducted at that time?

There were eleven of us accused and we were guarded by twenty-two soldiers, armed with rifles. So the questions were asked by the prosecutor and the judge: there was also an attorney 
as a formality, but the attorneys of some of our friends acted more like prosecutors, one could say. They served the prosecution, harmed (the defendant) even though they were attorneys.

Can you tell what happens after the trial?
 
Then the sentenced (prisoner) is transported to the lager, to the region of Irkutsk in Siberia, the town of Tajset. There used to be camps there. 

After the trial, did you stay in the KGB for several nights?

After the trial, I slept several nights at the KGB, then they took me to Lukiškės prison (in Vilnius),  where I stayed another month. From Lukiškės, they took us to Tapu in Stolypins (a special train car for prisoners is called the Stoly pin) and took us to the region of Irkutsk, the town of Tajset. 

This is the train called Stolypin?

That train car for transporting prisoners is called a Stolypin, it has windows on one side, but they have bars. I was sentenced on June 14 and we stayed here until the 27th day of June, which was Vladas' name day. They took us to Lukiškės and from there on July 21st they transported us to the east, to Siberia. We traveled for 58 days and nights and stayed in several prisons, then they took us to the Tajset concentration camp in the region of Irkutsk. 

Would you be able to tell us more about the trip to Siberia?

So we are traveling in the Stolypin, we get to the next station where there is a prison, we are met by armed soldiers with dogs. The 'Varanokas' car arrives 115 (an auto for prisoners) and takes us to the prison. There they lock us up, we stay for some time And then they take us to the next prison in the same order. I stayed in Siberia for 3 years. 

Could you remember how you felt when you were in this prison?

Well, in the prison: prison is prison, you get used to everything, only I felt bad for the family I left behind. You know that your parents worry, also your wife, your little children. I had two little children and a wife, I worried about those close to me. As for myself, what can you do, that my sentence was not that long, majority of the Lithuanian prisoners were sentenced to 15 to 25 years, while I only got four. Well, they used to say in there, that's a child's sentence, it would be embarrassing to say anything in front of former partisans, who were stuck there for 25 years.

While in prison, were you able to see other prisoners, or you were completely isolated? Were you aware what was happening outside the prison walls?

No, we were two (prisoners) together and did not see anything. Everything was closed, but twice through the little window I saw my wife taking our daughter to kindergarten (my friend would block the eyehole for watching us). Right here, where the Conservatory (of Music) is, our cell was cross from the Conservatory and twice I saw my wife waiting for the trolley to put our daughter on, but only twice. After that, she refused to go to kindergarten and I did not see them anymore. 

Anything else what was happening in the prison?

In prison, I saw nothing, you could not do anything when you are locked up. If you are allowed to take a walk, well, there is this box, a metal box several meters square for walking about an hour. Otherwise you cannot have anything to do with anyone, no nothing, you don't meet with anyone. The two of us would be in the cell, and at times you are there by yourself, so then 
it's total isolation and you see no one at all.

Did people living in freedom know that people in prison were shot?

So they knew that (some) were sentenced to death, but they could not know where they will be shot, though they guessed that they are taken to the woods somewhere to be shot. But they did not know that they were being shot right there and then taken to the Tuskulėnai Estate to be buried. Seven hundred were found there, from when death sentences were carried out. But here, hardly anyone knew, they just felt that those who receive the death sentence are shot somewhere.
Well, I know that people were cruelly tortured even in Stalin's time, for I experienced it myself. We were also beaten in the prison at Švenčionys. I know about the torture by "tattooing" (not real tattoos- those had a different name), that they cut up Ramanauskas, Adolfas Ramanauskas, the partisan leader. I did not know about that then, I only found out later that he was still being 
tortured in 1956, after Stalin was already dead. Other partisans were tortured also, but we did not meet any, because only those with light sentences could visit us in our cells. We considered that a sentence of ten years is quite light, while those who had 15- 25 year sentences, the partisans, they were tortured. I personally was not housed with partisans. 

Did you find out about torture just after that?

No. Those who were together with me were serving their second sentence in the camp. Some of the fellows with whom I was sentenced, they would tell me how it used to be before, since they had come back from the camps, had been free, and got grabbed again. So they told me about it, how they were tortured, how it used to be. They had already run into that, but I did not. Only later, when I was taken to Siberia, did I learn how they were tortured. I knew that the KGB engaged in torture, since I told you that the KGB tortured us at the Švenčionys prison, so I know what KGB means. I know that they shot people in the countryside, shot them not only in combat with partisans, but they shot civilians also. So I know what that means, these people are murderers. KGB occupiers and their helpers, the collaborators shot people, this I knew, but when I was arrested in 1957 and put in prison, I was not tortured, nor my cellmates. But those who were in other cells, the partisans, they tortured them. But they did not torture us, for we were no partisans.


Please tell us about your stay in Siberia. Did you live in prison? How did your life look like?

That was not a prison, it was a "lager", a concentration camp. The territory was surrounded by a barbed wire fence and there are barracks to live in and you can walk around within this territory, you can walk about in it. You can walk about-in earlier times, they would not let you walk from one barrack into another one, but after Stalin's death it was allowed to walk from one barrack to visit your friends and you walked about the territory. NKVD soldiers with dogs, would drive us to work (in the sense that cattle are driven) and would transport us there by truck.

What was the name of the camp?

Tajset, the Tajset lager.

You were transported to work. What were you doing at work?

Well, that was construction work, work in construction, work in the forest, various work. 

Could you tell us about working conditions? Have you had warm clothes? How long did the working day last?

That depends on their needs-sometimes from 8 AM to 15 PM. Sometimes if work was needed doing, the hours were long. We wore quilted cotton garments, it wasn't that cold. Quilted cotton vests, quilted cotton parkas, it wasn't that cold.

Did you become sweaty when you worked?

Sure, of course we did, we got sweaty.

Could you tell us what you ate then?

Well, in those years, one could say the "thaw" had already started, so we would get packages and also earned a little in wages. We did not go hungry. During those years we were fed. But when I ended up in the lager in 1980, then we went hungry. As for packages, it was required that half the sentence be served, then you could get one 5 kilogram package a year. That was when I got there for the 4th time in 1980. But in 1958- 1960, we were full. If you were sentenced, for example to 10 years, then you get nothing for 5 years, and then after 5 years you get one 5 kilo package a year.

Why were you arrested the 4th time?

I was arrested for the 4th time because of my work with underground press. We used to write open letters to abroad and then foreign radio translated those letters back to Lithuania. It was very unpleasant for Soviets. The most unpleasant piece for them was that we brought up the fact of the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact. We sent a letter to the United Nations asking to raise the fact of occupation of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. What eventually was done by European Parliament. 
Could you tell more about the Helsinki's petition signed in 1979 by the Baltic states representatives?
That was not Helsinki's petition, I was not part of it. We signed a petition to the United Nations, also to the states of Western Germany and Soviet Union which signed the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact lead by Hitler and Stalin. Also we addressed our petition to the states that signed the Declaration of the Atlantic Charter. The Declaration which was also signed by President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill, promised that those nations that lost their independence during the Second World War should regain back their independence. We addressed the states, including China to fulfill their promises on August 23rd, 1979. In our letter we stated that formally the war was still going on in the three Baltic States, they were still occupied and that their independence should be returned.
Have you ever felt hatred towards the KGB (Soviet Secret Police)?
Maybe it seems strange but no. We really hated the 'stribai', locals- Lithuanians who enlisted with Soviets to fight with weapons (received from Beria, Chief of Soviet KGB) against Lithuania and its partisans. But against KGB in general, no hatred. After Lithuania's independence, when I returned from the Concentration Camp I never wrote any complains about them. I forgave to my torturers.
What was your main motivation, reason for hope in fighting against the Soviet regime after each time you returned from the exile?
World history shows that all empires eventually broke down. Soviet Union empire should not be an exception and it would brake down earlier or later. As a result, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia would become independent states again. We believed in this. We also felt that we had to fight for our freedom, nobody would bring it to us as a gift. For example, United States left Vietnam by blaming them that Vietnam nation didn't fight enough for their own freedom. So we had to show that we were fighting. More than 35,000 of Lithuanian partisans got killed during the resistance against Soviets. We had to continue their fight with peaceful methods against Soviet occupation. 
Could you describe your life today? 
Today I am not happy about Lithuanian pro-Soviet government. The government consists of former Communists and in present Lithuania I don't see that freedom about which we have talked about. Absolute freedom includes the freedom of speech, when you can speak about anything and not to be arrested for that. However, currently former Communists have become millionaires and the rest of the nation is starving. I try to write, speak about my discontent but feel restricted. For example, they don't let me speak on TV. 


